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A ªNICKºel's Worth of Thoughts from Your 
Vicar:
Fr. Nick Zukowski 

WHAT IS THE TRUTH ABOUT HEALTH CARE REFORM?... 
Talk about a hot-button issue!  Earlier this year, many 
parishes in our vicariate participated in an extensive 

postcard campaign in support of life issues, particularly asking 
our federal government not to spend tax payer money on 
abortions.  Last Spring, the White House was deluged with 2.25 
million red envelopes and postcards, but our secular media 
didn't say a word about it.  We still need to pray and to contact 
our president and our legislators in Congress to make sure that 
whatever health care bill is approved does not include funding 
the taking of human life.  

Here is what the American Bishops have written to every 
Congressional representative:  ªFor decades, the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States have been and continue to be 
consistent advocates for comprehensive health care reform 
that leads to health care for all, including the weakest and most 
vulnerable.  The bishops want to support health care reform.  
We have in the past and we always must insist that health care 
reform excludes abortion coverage or any other provisions that 
threaten the sanctity of life.º  What are the four ethical points 
involved?

1)  a truly universal health policy with respect for human life 
and dignity;

2)  access for all with special concern for the poor and the 
inclusion of LEGAL immigrants;

3)  pursuing the common good and preserving pluralism, 
including freedom of conscience and variety of options; 
and

4)  restraining costs and applying them equitably across the 
spectrum of payers.

The letter concludes:  ªHealth care is not just another issue for 
the Church or for a healthy society.  It is a fundamental issue 
of human life and dignity.  Health care is a critical component 
of the Catholic Church's ministry.  The Church provides health 
care, purchases health care and picks up the pieces of a failing 
health care system.º

Any U. S. Senator can be reached through 202-224-3121.  Any 
U. S. House of Representative member can be reached through 
202-225-3121.  More information can be found at www.usccb.
org and www.priestsforlife.org.  Make your voices heard!

MORE ON ADVOCACY¼ Every two years, the Michigan 
Catholic Conference approves an advocacy agenda for the 
coming legislative session.  The advocacy agenda for the 85th 

legislative session concentrates on these categories:

-- Religious freedom for faith-based providers of social 
services

-- Human life protection regarding abortion, assistance to 
pregnant women, human cloning, assisted suicide 
and the death penalty

-- Children and families:  defend the traditional de#nition of 
marriage and family, streamline foster care services, 
insure service to children in need 

-- Health care provided for low- and moderate-income 
uninsured, and the protection of Medicaid funding

-- Education opportunities that include home schooling, 
schools of choice and fair #nancial aid for college 
scholarships for non-public students  

-- Economic justice in regulatory policies

-- Restorative justice for victims of crime and for the 
imprisoned

DON'T FORGET FATHER¼ In this ªYear for Priests,º here are 
some practical things you can do, courtesy of Fr. Steve Koehler, 
Moderator of the Council of Catholic Women and Fr. Tim Birney, 
Archdiocesan Director of Vocations:  First, pray daily for your 
priests.  Second, be supportive of the work of your priests.  Third, 
show understanding and compassion to your priests, giving 
them the bene#t of the doubt.  Finally, love the priests God has 
given you, for we are becoming fewer and fewer!

Cardinal Mooney Moms Club Presents
Fall Scrapbooking Day
Sat., Nov. 14, 9:00 AM ± 9:00 PM
St. Catherine's Activities Center
(1103 Washington, Algonac 48001)

$35 full day or $18 half day 

(9:00 AM -3:00 PM  / 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM)

INCLUDES:

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner�t��

PLUS: Drinks & Snacks all day!!�t��

Ra%es, 50/50, Door Prizes. Vendors�t��

Please call and register by November 6, 2009

For more information contact

Annette (586) 206-2657 or Kathy (586) 703-7049

alkpedpt@hotmail.com or klhickey@comcast.net
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Daily Prayer for Priests
O Jesus, I pray for Your faithful and fervent priests, 

for Your unfaithful and tepid priests;

for Your priests laboring at home or abroad in distant mission #elds;

for Your tempted priests; for Your lonely and desolate priests;

for Your young priests; for Your dying priests; 

for the souls of Your priests in Purgatory.

But above all, I commend to You the priests dearest to me; 

the priest who baptized me;  the priests who absolved me from my sins; 

the priests at whose Masses I assisted

and who gave me Your Body and Blood in Holy Communion;

the priests who taught me and instructed me;

all the priests to whom I am indebted in any other way.

O Jesus, keep them close to Your Sacred Heart, and bless them abundantly, in time 
and in eternity.  AMEN!

Holy Family Parish
Divine Mercy Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday evening beginning with the Holy 
Rosary at 6:30 PM and celebrate Mass at 
7:00 PM and prayer group meeting at 7:30 
PM Come for teachings on St. Faustina. 
Angels of intercessory are available each 
Tuesday to pray with you.

Anointing Mass - The weekend Mass 
of October 10th and 11th will o*er the 
Sacrament of Anointing.   If you or your 
loved one is in need of this Sacrament, 
please join us at one of our weekend 
Masses.  

Health Fair - October 10th from 3:00 
PM to 7:00 PM. Blood pressure checks, 
+u immunizations and pneumonia 
immunization will be available. Vaccine 
charges are as follows:  $25 for the Flu 
vaccine $30 for the Flu Mist  $50 for the 
Pneumonia vaccine.  Medicare Part B, 
BCN HAP, Priority Health, and Health Plus 
of Michigan are accepted.  Please call the 
o<ce if you will be getting your vaccines 
at the health fair so we can ensure the 
number of vaccines available.

Chinese Auction ± Holy Family's Altar 
Society is hosting a Chinese Auction on 
Saturday, October 10th. This event will 
begin at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall.  Please 
call the o<ce for tickets and further 
information.

Holy Family Parish O<ce phone number 
is (810) 392-2056.

St. Mary's Church
St. Clair

Fall Festival
September 25, 26, 27

Everyone Welcome!!

Tattered and Worn
An Eccentric Look at the Good Book
In these times of economic uncertainties life can be stressful, tense, and even gloomy.  

In the spirit of Stewardship, the Blue Water Vicariate is proud to o*er you a light-hearted 
evening of spiritual enrichment.

October 7 & 8, 2009
THE PLAY
Finding the humor and humanity in biblical stories 

has long been a hallmark of Ted & Lee TheaterWorks.  
In Tattered & Worn, Ted Swartz and Je* Raught 
combine music and favorite scenes from the Fish-
Eyes and Creation Chronicles shows (originally written 
by Ted and Lee Eshleman) to create a new show that 
explores what it means to lose your faith-and to #nd 
it again.  

The show opens with a homeless man (Zeus played 
by Ted) #nding a tattered, worn book in the subway 
and witnessing the death of a jay-walking pigeon.  With the help of a piano-playing 
angel (Gabriel played by Je*), Zeus rediscovers the faith he lost years ago as Gabriel 
encourages him to enact some great Bible stories.  At times hilarious and moving, Ted 
and Je* weave monologue, song and sketches into an entertaining look at the way God 
interacts with his people, from Genesis to Revelation.  A show for the whole family.   

TWO PRESENTATION LOCATIONS

Wednesday, October 7, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
St. Mary Queen of Creation Church ± New Baltimore
50931 Maria Street, New Baltimore, MI 48047
Contact Info:  Carolyn Bissett 586-725-7579  =829

Thursday, October 8, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
Port Huron Northern High School Performing Arts Ctr.
1799 Kra*t Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060
Contact Info:  Pat Isaaccson 810-982-7906 ext 102

���t���0�1�&�/���5�0���&�7�&�3�:�0�/�&���t

�t���"�%�.�*�4�4�*�0�/���'�3�&�&���t

�t���/�0���3�4�7�1���3�&�2�6�*�3�&�%���t

Non-perishable food items 
will be accepted 

for local food pantries. 
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Holy Family Parish
Memphis Site
Phone: 810-392-2056
Masses: Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10 am & 5:30 pm
Columbus Site
Phone: 586-727-7263
Masses: Sun. 8:00 am

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City)
Phone: 810-765-3568
Masses: Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 7:30, 9:30 , 11:30am
St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Phone: 810-794-3301
Masses: Sat. 4 pm, Sun. 8am, 10am & 7pm
St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Phone: 810-748-3828
Masses: Sat. (Summer) 4:30 pm, Sun. 10:30 am

Holy Trinity Parish
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-985-5212
Masses: 1st & 2nd Sunday only: 11:00 am
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689
Masses: Sun. 7:30 am & 11:00 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689
Masses: Sat. 4 pm, Sun. 9 am

The Drift 
Is a publication of the 

Blue Water Vicariate
Rev. Nick Zukowski, Vicar
St. Mary Queen of Creation

5093 Maria 
New Baltimore, MI  48047

Phone: (586) 725-2441

Fax: (586) 725-3647

Article Deadline : November 2, 2009

Next Issue:  November 15, 2009

Email: info@bluewatervicariate.org

Web: www.bluewatervicariate.org

Blue Water Vicariate Directory 
Including Weekend Mass Times - (Please Call For Daily Mass Schedule)

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Twp.)
Phone: 586-725-3051
Masses: Sat. 4:30 pm, Sun. 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond)
Phone: 586-727-5215
Masses: Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100
Masses: Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 8:30 am & 11:00 am

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport)
Phone: 810-385-4340
Masses: Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 9:30 am & 11:30 am

St. Mary Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-982-7906
Masses: Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 8 am, 9:30 & 11:30 am

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair)
Phone: 810-329-2255
Masses:  Sat. 4:30 pm, Sun. 7:30 am,  9:30 & 11:30 am

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Balt.)
Phone: 586-725-2441
Masses: Sat. 4:30 pm, Sun. 7:30 am,  9:30 & 11:30 am

Visit our vicariate on the web at:
www.bluewatervicariate.org

Prayer for our Nation's Health Care Reform
Lord Jesus, You are the Divine Physician, and the Source of all life and health.  Guide 

our nation at this critical moment, as our government seeks health care reforms.  Give 
our elected o<cials the humility to know that they are servants, not masters.  Give 
them the wisdom to realize that every life has equal value.  Give them the strength to 
resist the idea that some lives can be sacri#ced to save others, or that killing those not 
yet born is a part of ªhealth care.º  Give Your people the courage to speak up and to 
hold public o<cials accountable for their actions.

Save us, Lord Jesus, from a culture of death, and let every reform in our public policy 
be based on the reform of our hearts and minds in the light of Your Gospel.  

For you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
AMEN!

Men's Retreat
Men of the vicariate are invited to join 

the Madonna Group on retreat at St. Paul 
of the Cross Passionist Retreat Center, 
Detroit, October 9-11.  Don't miss out on 
this wonderful opportunity of spiritual and 
physical renewal. Come and experience 
God's love, healing, peace and forgiveness. 
To make a reservation call Bob Netter at 
810-329-6059 or the retreat center at 313-
535-9563.  Suggested donation is less than 
a weekend at a good motel!!

Fanning the Flame - Holy Trinity Parish Mission
October 21st, 22nd, 23rd
Mass each day at 8:30 AM at St. Stephen Church followed by presentation.
Evening presentations 6:15 PM ± 7:15 PM
Wednesday @ St. Stephen's ± Sacraments of Initiation
Thursday @ Guadalupe ± Sacrament of Healing
Friday @ St. Joseph's (with mass) ± The Eucharist
Child Care provided on Wednesday and Thursday evenings
Refreshments served following presentations
Presenter:  Fr. Ron Kurzawa
Come, Fan the Flame of your Faith
For more information please call Holy Trinity Parish @ 810 984-2689

League of Catholic Women
The League of Catholic Women will hold 

a noon luncheon meeting Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009 at the Black River Country 
Club, 3300 Country Club Drive, Port Huron.  
A Fashion Show will be presented.  Meal 
selections are Chicken Parmesan or New 
York Steak Sandwich.  The cost is $14.95.  
Please send your reservation checks to 
Katie Ricketts, 906 Hollis St., Port Huron, 
Mi.

All Catholic women are invited to 
become members of the League.  For 
more information about the League of 
Catholic Women, call Mary Kay Odgers, 
president, at 385-1459.



tony•s 
heating & cooling

586-725-8669 • 586-727-4377

TERHUNE
Since 1939

102 Bridge Street, Marine City
!Home of Quality Used Vehicles"

810-765-8866
Ask for Ed or Jenny

INDEPENDENT  SENIOR LIVING - PLUS!
3147 - 10th Avenue • Port Huron

Serving the Catholic Community for Over 40 Years
810-985-9683

www.TrinitySeniorSanctuary.org
 Oasis
 Senior Care

Quality Care
For A Limited Few

Family Owned & Operated since 1994
1218 Center Ave. · Port Huron, MI 48060

 (810) 982-8439  · Cell (810) 531-3192
Please come visit us. You are always welcome.  Refe rences

John 7:37

 Chris Szyska Fully Insured
 Parish Member

TREE TOPPERS  LLC
810-650-8285

Trimming · Lot Clearing · Removals
Utility Clearance · Stump Grinding · Free Estimates
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THIS SPACE IS

HELP US HELP OTHERS
To Donate or Volunteer:

Call: 1-877-ST-VINCE (1.877.788.4623)
moreforthepoor.org

For Advertising Information, call
LARRY SCHROEDER at LPi today!

800.521.4486 · 586.979.4241 ext. 322

Patricia J. LaFave, PhD, Psychologist
Individual, Marital & Family Counseling

6602 Lakeshore Rd., Lakeport

810-385-8331

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

BUCKLED - SINKING - LEAKING 
BASEMENT WALLS

LIFTED, STRAIGHTENED & BRACED
CRACK INJECTION

EGRESS WINDOWS INSTALLED
LICENSED · INSURED    

586-949-7826
Since 1975

WET

Basement?

www.tomsbasementwaterproo• ng.com

FOSTER BLUE WATER OIL, L.L.C.
36065 Water St. Shell Lubricant Distributor
Richmond, MI 48062 Paci• c Pride Commercial
586-727-3996 Fueling System
Je•  & Steve Schweihofer Subway Franchisee

ACHATZ CATERING
Since 1963

STEVE ACHATZ - Owner/Operator
586-727-1452 Downtown Adair

FRESH HOMEMADE SOUPS, TOO!

 East China • 4050 S. River Rd. • 810-985-9681
 Algonac • Downriver Community Services
 in Downriver Medical Center
 555 St. Clair River Dr.
 810-794-4917

Schweihofer Doors
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Office (810) 329-4093
Fax (810) 329-4471

1293 S. Range Rd.
St. Clair

Authorized 

Dealer

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S
CURRENT LAWN SERVICE

Randy Kaufman 810-650-7667
 · Lawn Care
 · Landscaping
 ·Powerwashing

DECK WASHING & RESTAINING
P!"#$%#&()" D#$*&+(,

New Image Dental, P.C.
!We specialize in smiles"

JULIE CICHORACKI, D.D.S.
DARYL PERAINO, D.D.S.

www.newimagerichmond.com
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 ! Richmond 48062

586-727-1100
162 Water St. ! Marine City

810-765-4055

Badley Lawn & Plow
 (586) 463-LAWN

Fully Licensed & Insured
C•€•‚ƒ„ƒ L…†‡, L…‡ˆ‰Š…•ƒ, S‡•† ‹ S…‚„ SƒŒ•ŽŠƒ‰

Mulch · Sod · Aeration · Spring/Fall Clean-ups
Weekly Lawn Maintenance
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URGENT CARE CENTERS
 South Clinic: 1641 10th · Port Huron, MI 48060 · (810) 984-5700
 Marysville Clinic: 3350 Gratiot Blvd. ·  Marysville, MI 48040 · (810) 364-4000
 North Clinic: 4190 24th Ave. · Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 · (810) 989-7770
 Lexington Clinic: 5730 Main Street · Lexington, MI 48450 · (810) 359-2605
 Ira Twp. Clinic: 10127 Marine City Hwy · Ira Twp., MI 48023 · (586) 716-1371

Physician
HEALTHCARE

Network

Providing high quality, cost-effective home health and hospice 
care to patients and families coping with short-term, long-term, 

and end-of-life care since 1952.
1430 Military St. • Port Huron

810-984-4131 • 800-959-4131 • www.vnabwh.com


